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Books can take you to far-away places, introduce you to new people and 

experiences, take you back in time, and transport you into the future. Books 

build bridges to adventure, imagination, knowledge, history, and more. When 

you spend your summer vacation with books, there’s no limit to the places you’ll  

go. 

 

How to Participate 

This required Summer Required Reading program is for all new and returning 

students. Each Student is required to read a minimum of 6 books this summer 

(3 fiction and 3 nonfiction). To participate, simply record the books read in  

their Summer Reading Log, and complete all the attached activities for each 

book that you read. Books can be purchased online as paperbacks or E-books. 

 
https://auskuwait.follettdestiny.com  Current AUS students 

 

http://www.bookworld.com.au/ http://www.amazon.com/ 

 
Fiction:  

1. Between Madison and Palmetto by Jacqueline Woodson  

2. Hatchet by Gary Paulsen  

3. In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson by Bette Bao Ward 

4. Mathilda by Roald Dahl 

5. Peak by Roland Smith 

6. The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi 

Nonfiction:  
1. Maritcha by Tonya Bolden  

2. When Fish Got Feet, Sharks Got Teeth, and Bugs Began to Swarm by Hannan 

Bonner  

3. The Prairie Builders by Sneed Collard 

4. Extreme Animals: The Toughest Creatures on Earth by Nicola Davies  

5. Earth in the Hot Seat by Marfe Ferguson Delano 

6. Extreme Scientist by Donna Jackson  

 

At the beginning of the next school year, participating students will turn in   

their Summer Reading logs and completed Choice Board activities to their 

classroom teacher on September 7, 2016. Every student participating in the 

program will receive special school-wide recognition, and the top two readers 

from each grade level will receive extra prizes! All required documents are 

included in this packet and available on our school’s website under the 

parent information tab: http://www.auskuwait.com/ 

 

The AUS Summer Enrichment Program is just another example of what makes 

https://auskuwait.follettdestiny.com/
http://www.bookworld.com.au/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.auskuwait.com/
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AUS the Greatest School on Earth. Books turn summer vacation into a summer 

adventure. 

 

Required Program Participation Forms  

 Summer Reading List 

 Reading Log 

 Choice Board Activities 

 Vocabulary Graphic Organizer 

 Book Review 

 Read, Relate, & Respond 

 Main Idea Graphic Organizers 
 

AUS 5th Grade Reading List 
 

 

Fiction: 

 

Matilda by Roald Dahl, Quentin Blake (illus.) 
Matilda Wormwood started reading books at the age of four, but her crooked 
father and bingo-playing mother regard book reading as a waste of time -- 
and much prefer watching TV. In fact, they take no notice of their genius 
daughter at all! Only Miss Honey, Matilda's lovely and gentle teacher, 
recognizes her special gifts. Yet Miss Honey has problems of her own: Her 
aunt is the tyrannical Miss Trunchbull, an evil headmistress who bullies 
children and parents alike -- and has taken Miss Honey's house and money. 
Can Matilda use her extraordinary talents to seek revenge -- and make all of 
the wrong-doing grown-ups pay? Also recommended: James and the Giant 
Peach.  
 

Hatchet  by Gary Paulsen (Simon & Schuster, 2007). 

The story is about Brian, 13, and how he manages to survive 54 days in the 

Canadian wilderness after a plane crash. Brian was flying to visit his father 

when the pilot dies of a heart attack in mid-flight. Brian crash lands the plane 

into a small lake and swims out of the wreckage. He has his clothing, a tattered 

windbreaker and a hatchet (a gift from his mother). The novel takes us through 

Brian's days, how he learns patience through his experiences with failures and 

small successes: building a fire, fishing and hunting, making his shelter a safe 

one. He endures a porcupine attack, a tornado and being utterly alone for 

almost two months. This is a tale of adventure but, more importantly, it is a tale 

of character growth. This edition includes a new introduction and sidebar 

commentary by the author. 

 

Kit's Wilderness   by David Almond (Dell-Laurel Leaf, 1999). 
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Kit's family moves to Stoneygate, an old coal-mining town where his family has 

lived for generations, to be near his ailing grandfather. Here, Kit is invited by 

an odd neighbor boy to play a game called Death. The game and the town's 

haunted history get under Kit's skin, while the lines between reality and fantasy 

begin to blur. This multi-generational tale is engrossing and chilling. 

 

Peak by Roland Smith (Harcourt, 2007). 

When 14-year-old Peak Marcello is caught scaling a skyscraper to place his 

signature graffiti tag, he is offered a choice: spend three years in juvenile 

detention or climb Mt. Everest with his long-absent father. Though the choice 

might be easy, the journey is not. Peak is physically and emotionally challenged 

by the grueling climb, the weather, and the politics and drama of climbing 

culture. And the pressure is on, because if Peak can reach the summit before 

his 15th birthday, he'll break a world record and gain glory and money. Peak is 

gripping and surprising, and though it's written for a middle-grade audience, 

readers young and old will be sucked in by the sharp writing and memorable 

characters. 

 

 
In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson 
by Bette Bao Lord, Marc Simont (illus.) 
Shirley Temple Wong sails from China to America with a heart full of dreams. Her new 
home is Brooklyn, New York. America is indeed a land full of wonders, but Shirley doesn't 
know any English, so it's hard to make friends. Then a miracle -- baseball -- happens. It is 
1947, and Jackie Robinson, star of the Brooklyn Dodgers, is everyone's hero. Jackie 
Robinson is proving that a black man, the grandson of a slave, can make a difference in 
America. And for Shirley as well, on the ball field and off, America becomes the land of 
opportunity. 

 

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi. Thirteen-year-old Charlotte Doyle is 
excited to return home from her school in England to her family in Rhode Island in the 
summer of 1832. 
 
But when the two families she was supposed to travel with mysteriously cancel their trips, 
Charlotte finds herself the lone passenger on a long sea voyage with a cruel captain and 
a mutinous crew. Worse yet, soon after stepping aboard the ship, she becomes 
enmeshed in a conflict between them! What begins as an eagerly anticipated ocean 
crossing turns into a harrowing journey, where Charlotte gains a villainous enemy . . . and 
is put on trial for murder! 
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Nonfiction: 

Bolden, Tonya. Maritcha. Maritcha's parents own a boarding house in the mid 

nineteenth century in lower Manhattan. Forced to leave during the New York 

City Draft riots, her middle class black family flees to Providence, Rhode 

Island where they are determined to rebuild their lives and become affluent 

once more. Maritcha is determined to continue her education, eventually 

becoming the first African-American to graduate from Providence High 

School. 

 

Bonner, Hannan. When Fish Got Feet, Sharks Got Teeth, and Bugs Began to 

Swarm. This inviting look at life on earth before the dinosaurs is presented cartoon 

style. Packed with information about the Silurian and Devonian Ages, the text 

includes charts, timelines, diagrams, and fanciful illustrations where occasional 

jokes are tucked away. 

Collard, Sneed.The Prairie Builders. European immigrants traveling west called 

it "The Great American Desert." The stretch of land from what is now Ohio to 

South Dakota, was anything but a desert. The twelve-foot tall grasses that 

covered the land were home to elk, deer, buffalo, birds, coyote, bears, and 

thousands of insects including hundreds of different kinds of butterflies. A 

bold experiment that draws on Native American techniques, is now attempting 

to return farmlands to their original state -- the tall grass prairie. 

 

Davies, Nicola. Extreme Animals: The Toughest Creatures on Earth. Using 

humor and engrossingly gross information this entertaining little book is packed 

full of facts about animals who have managed to adapt to the most severe 

conditions earth has to offer. 

 
Delano, Marfe  Ferguson. Earth in the Hot Seat. Dan Fagre, a scientist with 

the US Geologic Survey, predicts that in 2030 Glacier National Park will be, for 

the first time in 7000 years, without its glacier. Reporting from the front lines 

of climate change as it is being experienced on planet earth, the author of 

this National Geographic publication explains the scientific findings behind 

the phenomena and the efforts to combat it. 

 
Jackson, Donna M. Extreme Scientist. Flying into the eye of a hurricane, 

exploring the microbiology of earth's deepest caves, or spending your day in the 

canopy of the world's tallest trees are three scientific careers that take 

scientists into extreme situations. The three scientists profiled regularly risk 

severe conditions to collect scientific data that might make life better for all 

of us. 
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Summer Reading Log 

Please record all the books that you read this summer on this form. 

 

Name: 

Book Name Author Choice Board 

Activity 
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Choice Board Activities  

 

Please complete two choice board activities for each book that you read over 

the summer. Remember to bring the activities to school on September 7, 2015 to 

participate in the school-wide celebration of learning. 

 
Create a brochure that 

shares important details 

about your topic, why you 

chose it, and how it 

relates to your everyday 

life. 

Write a test for the book. 

Include 10 questions. 

Create an answer key for 

your questions. 

Write an interview for the 

main character of the 

book. Ask at least 5 

questions. Write the 

answers to the questions. 

Present the interview to 

the class with the help of 

a friend. 

Create a picture 

dictionary using unfamiliar 

VOCABULARY words 

from the story. Write a 

definition for each 

unfamiliar word. Draw a 

picture for each word and 

write the word 

underneath the picture. 

What is the problem in the 

story? How is the problem 

solved by the end of the 

story? Be sure to write in 

complete sentences. 

What is the main idea of 

the story? Write three 

details that support the 

main idea. 

What was the author’s 

purpose for writing this 

story? Use complete 

sentences when telling why 

the author wrote this 

story. 

Make a wanted poster for 

the villain in your story. 

Include things like a 

picture of the villain, their 

crimes, and the reward 

amount. 

Create a character mobile. 

Place all of the characters 

on the mobile and include 

1 trait for each Under 

each trait, select a 

supporting quote from the 

story. 

Write a play or skit that 

depicts a scene from your 

book. Please type or print 

your script, listing 

characters and special 

stage directions. 

Create a board game 

about your book. Include 

characters, setting, and 

details from the story in 

your game. Turn in a 

sample of the game with 

your choice board. 

Choose 8 significant 

events in the life of the 

person you read about. 

Using these dates create a 

timeline of the person’s 

life. 
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Vocabulary Graphic Organizer 

Complete one of these for each book that is read. 
 

 

  

  

A Picture to remind me of this word: 

My Sentence: 

Part of Speech: 

Word: 
Synonyms: 

Antonyms: 

My Definition: 
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Name: 

Book Title: 

Author: 

Book Review 

Complete one of these for each book that is read. 

 
 

  
 
 

 

 
 
 

This book was about? 

My favorite Character in the book was? 

I liked/didn’t like this book because…. 

I would/wouldn’t recommend this book because. . . . 
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Read, Relate & Respond 

Please complete one of these for each book that is read. 
 

Name: 

Book Title: 

Author: 
 
 

Wow! This part is exciting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This is puzzling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I think... 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

I feel... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A funny part is... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A surprising part is... 
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IDENTIFYING SUPPORTING DETAILS ON A TOPIC 

Title/Chapter:  Author:    
 

 

Support 

Support 

Support 

 

 

Support 

Support 

Support 

 

 

Support 

Support 

Support 

TOPIC FOCUS # 1: 

TOPIC FOCUS # 1: 

TOPIC FOCUS # 1: 
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Title:  Author    

IMPLIED MAIN IDEA 
 
 
 

 

1.   1.   
 

 

 

 

+ = 
 
 
 

2.   2.   

   

   

+ = 

 
 

What’s it all about? 
Did you figure it out? 

 
 
 

3.   3.   
 

+ = 
 
 
 
 

 

4.   4.   
 

 

 

 

+ = 
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